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“You can’t win the game in the 
first quarter, you can’t win it in the 
second or the third. You have to win 
it in the fourth. And that’s what took 
place.” Stated Jaguars Head Coach 
Gus Bradley after his team did 
enough to get by the Indianapolis 
Colts 30-27 at London’s Wembley 
Stadium in the first of this year’s 
three International Series games.

It was a true enough account of 
the game as in some aspects it mir-
rored their first win in London a year 
ago. A fast start with some good 
quality play, which the opposition 
started to echo to ease themselves 
back into contention, only for Jack-
sonville to strike a killer blow at the 
end. There can be no doubt that the 
side-line who needed the win most 
(or should that be the coach who 
needed it more) was the Jaguars. 
Coming across the Atlantic with a 
0-3 record wasn’t ideal, and going 
back winless could have resulted in 
another case of the Wembley curse 
being handed out. Coaches have 
been in similar positions before and 
not survived the flight home. The 
importance of the win wasn’t lost 
on the team’s quarterback Blake 
Bortles (pictured above left), “We 

think every victory is important. 
Obviously the situation and the 
circumstances of this one is big, it’s 
good. Were excited about it.”

Dropping to 1-3 after 4 games 
though wasn’t good in an AFC 
South division that generally is tight 
to the end, the Colts have that prob-
lem and somehow need to turn the 
tide of their season quickly. Andrew 
Luck was openly critical about his 
own team’s play but did have some 
fighting words after as well, “We’ve 
got really good football players 
in that locker room. Really good 
coaches. A great culture. And we’ll 
be alright. This does not feel good 
and it shouldn’t. We lost.”

Through good balanced 
offensive play, and some tenacious 
defense, the Jaguars were ahead 
23-6 going into the last period. The 
Colts though were not going to 
leave the United Kingdom without 
giving their fans something to 
cheer about and two quick scores 
got them within 3 points. That’s 
when the Jaguars normally feel the 
pressure and fold but not this time. 
Bortles found a favorite target in 
Allen Hurns (WR, pictured above 
right) who weaved his way through 
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the Colts D to extend the lead to 10. 
Phillip Dorsett answered back with 
a 64 yard catch and run. The Jaguars 
then did enough to run out the 
clock to gain that precious first win.

This was the fifteenth game to 
be held in London, not all have 
been exciting or close, and indeed 
just a handful could be looked upon 
that way. This does not reflect on 
the public’s enthusiasm.

 Once more the crowds showed 
up in numbers. The stadium was 
close to capacity and just above the 
London gate average. The pregame 
culture of tailgating will never be 
the same as it is in the States, largely 
due to the layout of the Stadium, but 
with the now usual fare of beer, hot-
dogs, and grilled pork (other meats 
are available) on offer it does its best 
to recreate that occasion.

Contract extensions have been 
signed for Wembley to host more 
games, and with a three year deal 
to play games at Twickenham 
Stadium, and a ten year handshake 
to play at the new Tottenham Hot-
spurs stadium from 2018, anyone 
who thinks that this is just a passing 
fad that will burn out is truly mis-
taken.  
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Los Angeles Rams vs New York Giants, Twickenham Stadium, October 23, 2016
‘Twickers’! The surroundings were 
unfamiliar to most. The change 
wasn’t welcome by some. But this 
was a progressive step forward in 
the International Series in London, 
now in its 10th season.

Twickenham, home of England 
Rugby Union, staged its first non-
rugby professional sports event in 
its 107 year history, as the Rams 
“hosted” the Giants. The game was 
the first London game played away 
from the regular, safe confines of 
Wembley Stadium. The third and 
last of this year’s series is back at 
Wembley when Cincinnati play 
Washington after we go to press.

With the Twickenham deal - a 
minimum of three games spread 
over three consecutive years - came 
concern about travel arrangements. 
Twickenham is infamous for bot-
tlenecks and slow moving queues 
for trains after rugby events and 
occasional music gigs. With this in 
mind NFLUK laid on shuttle buses 
to other larger overground railway 
stations, to help ease congestion.

The tailgate area was in full swing 
as early as 9.30am. Maybe the very 
switched on NFL fans were in fear 
of getting caught up in the travel 

scrum, or perhaps they wanted to 
soak up the new stadium. Twicken-
ham has played host to large crowds 
before, World Cup Finals aren’t 
exactly small affairs but NFL is a 
different beast: a crowd that arrived 
on site four hours before kick-off 
and stayed there for up to six hours 
afterward as the tailgate reopened 
after the game. That’s something 
that Wembley has yet to do, and 
could well be worth investigating if 
local authorities will allow.

Teething problems included a 
lack of food or drink choice inside 
the concourse, even the chance of 
buying an official programme, and 
the lack of any signage. They will be 
noted and changes will be made to 
make next time better.

So what of the game? Two teams 
that have been streaky at best 
arrived with identical 3-3 records, 
both needing a win to make a 
mid-season push more realistic. The 
Rams fans, although outnumbered 
at least three to one, were in good 
voice early on. Their QB Case Kee-
num was moving the play around 
well and the Giants defense was 
sluggish. This led to the Rams jump-
ing out to a 10-0 first quarter lead, 

Tayvon Austin scoring on a simple 
10 yard pass play.

The Giants D turned the tables in 
the second period with an electric 
44 yard interception return by 
Landon Collins (above right), who 
zigged and zagged his way to the 
end zone and sent the teams into 
the interval level at 10-10. It wasn’t 
until late in the fourth quarter that 
the tied game was broken. Eli Man-
ning was starting to find marquee 
receiver Odell Beckham Jnr more 
frequently and it was his catch 
that set up Rashad Jennings short 
touchdown run for the lead.

Rams’ Keenum had his chances 
to tie the game up as the clock 
ticked under two minutes, but he 
threw his fourth interception of the 
day with 50 seconds left, his pass 
picked off in the end zone by Rodg-
ers-Cromartie. Giants Head Coach 
Ben McAdoo now has his team at 
4-3, a two game win streak heading 
into their bye. QB Eli Manning said, 
“It was a great environment to play 
a football game, and I hope all the 
fans enjoyed it as well.”

If the wrinkles can be ironed out, 
you can bet the overall experience 
will be even better next year.   
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